The Spare Key

Original fictional book passage

Mara told the station clerk she would not be back. Character: her words and actions
Yet she slid the spare key into the small pocket point in different directions.
of her coat instead of leaving it on the counter.

Outside, the last train waited with its doors open.

Connection: key + timetable may
suggest a way back.

On the platform, she unfolded the timetable her
brother had marked years before. The route was
unchanged; the house at its end was not. When

the whistle sounded, Mara stepped aside and Question: does stepping aside

let another traveler pass. mean delay, refusal, or something else?

Original fiction created for this guide. Not an excerpt from a published book.
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Character: her words and actions
point in different directions.

Connection: key + timetable may
suggest a way back.

Question: does stepping aside
mean delay, refusal, or something else?


